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Prime Minister of Vietnam visits Viethamese language class
at LC | Thu twéng Viét Nam tham Language Centre UuBD

The Prime Mmzster of Vietnam His Excellency Pham Minh Chinh speaks with Vietnamese language students at UBD.

Vietnam is a ‘rising star’ in the region and a comprehensive strategic
partner of Brunei, and the visit of Vietnamese Prime Minister His
Excellency Pham Minh Chinh on 11 February 2023 to UBD has
further strengthened the good cooperative relationship between
the two countries. His Excellency was particularly interested in the
Vietnamese language education of students and took the time to visit a
class at the Language Centre, UBD, where he spoke with students and
was truly impressed with their ability to communicate in Vietnamese,
saying that “they will be an important bridge to promote cooperation
between Vietnam and Brunei.” “Do you like learning Vietnamese?”
and “Do you want to come to Vietnam?” were among the questions
that His Excellency asked students in Vietnamese to which he
received a reply also in Vietnamese: “T6i rat thich hoc tiéng Viét” (I
like learning Vietnamese very much). The conversation was intimate,
open, and delightful. His Excellency hoped that students will maintain
their feelings and motivation for learning Vietnamese and that they
will soon achieve great success. While saying goodbye to students, His
Excellency did not forget to express his hopes for them to meet again
in Vietnam in the near future.
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Viét Nam 1a mot ‘ngdi sao’ dang 1én trong khu vuc va 1a ddi
tac chién lugc toan dién véi Brunei. Chuyén tham Brunei
cua Thu tudng Viét Nam — Pham Minh Chinh thang 2, 2023
vira qua cang cing c¢d quan hé tot dep gitra hai nudc. Thi
tudng dac bi€t quan tam dén viéc hoc tiéng Viét cua sinh
vién va da danh thoi gian dén thim mot 16p hoc tai Language
Centre, UBD. Tai day, Thu tudng nc')i chuyén vc’ri sinh vién
va rat an tuong véi kha nang giao tlep bang tiéng Viét cua
ho Thii twéng nodi véi sinh vién rang: “Cac em sé 1a cau
nbi quan trong thic ddy quan hé hop tac tot dep gitra Viét
Nam va Brunei1”. “Cac em c6 thich hoc tiéng Viét khong, co
mudn sang Viét Nam khong?” 1a nhitng cau hoi Tha tuéng
dit ra cho cac ban sinh vién va ong nhan duoc hoi dap rang
“T6i rat thich tiéng Viét”. Cudc tro chuyén rat thAn mat, ci
mé va cuc ky vui vé. Ong chiic sinh vién Brunei luén giir
dugc cam xuc va dong luc khi hoc tiéng Viét. Chia tay sinh
vién, Thu tuéng khong quén hen gap lai cac em tai Viét
Nam trong mét twong lai gan.
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French Ambassador to Brunei visits LC
Visite de ’Ambassadeur de France a LC

On Thursday, 19th January 2023, His Excellency Bernard
Régnauld-Fabre, the French Ambassador to Brunei Darussalam,
visited LC in order to meet the French programme students. During
his meeting with them, Ambassador Regnauld-Fabre pointed out
the importance of the relations between Brunei Darussalam and
France, as well as the cultural and economic role played by the
Francophonie around the world. Students also took advantage of
the meeting to get to know about the previous professional and
international experience of His Excellency. His Excellency was
accompanied by Mr Guillaume Graff of French Alliance (AF,
Alliance Francaise) of Bandar Seri Begawan, who promoted
the DELF (Diploma of French-language studies), that has been
implemented at the local AF since June 2022. Given that the
DELF is an internationally recognised official diploma awarded
by the French Ministry of Education to certify proficiency in the
French language, many French programme students would be
interested in registering for the DELF examination.

Le jeudi 19 janvier de cette année, I’Ambassadeur de France au
Brunei Darussalam, Son Excellence Monsieur Bernard Régnauld-
Fabre a rencontre les étudiants du programme de frangais. Pendant
cette rencontre, I’Ambassadeur Reégnauld-Fabre a souligné
I’importance des relations entre le Brunei Darussalam et la France,
ainsi que le rdle culturel et économique joue par la francophonie
dans le monde. Les étudiants en ont profit€ pour apprécier
I’expérience professionnelle et internationale de Son Excellence.
Son Excellence était accompagné par M. Guillaume Graff de
I’Alliance Francaise (AF) de Bandar Seri Begawan. M. Graff a
promu le DELF (Dipléme d’Etudes en Langue Frangaise) qui a
été mis en place & I’AF depuis le mois de juin 2022. Etant donné
que le DELF est un diplome officiel reconnu internationalement
et décerné par le ministére de I’Education Nationale francais,
plusieurs €tudiants seraient intéresses a s’y inscrire.

French Ambassador to Brunei Darussalam His Excellency Bernard Régnauld-Fabre giving a talk to French language students at UBD.

Singapore translators’
immersion programme

In November 2022, several members of the National Translation
Committee underthe Ministry of Communications and Information
Singapore paid a visit to the Language Centre for a sharing session
on translation practices. The Translation Committee are a team of
about 30 translators who service government and political offices
and the visitors to LC shared their numerous initiatives such as the
Sg Translate Together portal, a web portal which utilizes Machine
Translation as well as volunteer submissions to generate localized
translations. The innovative project crowdsources translations
via the Citizen Translators Programme, which was launched in
Singapore in late 2021 with approximately 1800 volunteers, who
may also assist with proofreading of Government terms and their
subsequent translations. Considering their combined expertise and
relevance to LC’s editorial services, the possibility of a Translation
Immersion Programme between the committee and the Language
Centre was discussed, with hopes of its implementation in the
near future.

Osaka University Students
Communication Skills Programme

On 13 February 2023, the English Communication Skills for
Career Advancement programme began with an opening ceremony
and orientation that introduced the new students to both UBD
as well as the programme. The students were undergraduate and
postgraduate students from Osaka University, Japan, who aimed
to enhance their English communication skills, particularly with
respect to their oral presentation skills within an academic setting.
Being at UBD also gave them ample opportunities to mingle
with UBD students and practise their English speaking skills. In
collaboration with UBD’s Global Affairs Office, who liaised with
Osaka University, the main facilitators of the programme were
two English Language and Communication Skills lecturers from
the Language Centre, who prepared the students for their final
presentation. The presentation was delivered in person in front
of UBD students, visiting Japanese students and staff, as well as
stakeholders in Japan who watched the participants’ presentations
online.



Connecting Cultures: UBD Mandarin Students Communicate Online

with Chinese Universities | L K 5 4 /& £, 34X 3R & 30)IR A 5 7k

In October 2022, Mandarin language students from Universiti e " x

Brunei Darussalam had an incredible opportunity to connect with

students from Peking University and Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies in China.

These students were eager to learn about each other’s
languages and cultures and the online communication sessions
organized by the Language Centre at UBD provided the perfect
platform for this exchange. During the sessions, the UBD

students impressed the Chinese students with their bilingual
PowerPoint presentations and videos showcasing Bruneian life -l : e <l 3

and UBD. Mandarin language students of UBD during the sharing sessions with Peking

University and Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
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The Chinese students were equally impressive, sharing
their presentations about university life in China and the Chinese
language and culture. The sessions were a fantastic way for
students to practice their language skills as well as make new
friends and the exchange was a great success, with students
gaining a deeper understanding and appreciation of each other’s
cultures.

This experience is a testament to the power of technology
and online communication in promoting cultural exchange and
language learning. Itis areminder that in a world that is becoming
increasingly connected, opportunities for cross-cultural learning
and understanding are becoming more important than ever. In
short, the online communication sessions between the UBD
and Chinese students were an exciting and valuable experience

Academic Activities by LC Staff

> Dr Balazs Huszka delivered his keynote speech titled “Spady’s Concept of Outcome-Based Education and its application in Foreign Language Teaching” at
Improving English Language Teaching (ELT) Conference on 12 May 2022, organised by the Postgraduate School of Nommensen HKBP University (NHU) /
English Lecturers and Teachers Association (ELTA) at Medan, Indonesia.

> Min Shen gave a presentation on “the Impact of Instructors’ Content Knowledge on Their Online Intercultural English Teaching Instructional Beliefs™ at the
2022 4th International Conference on Computer Science and Technologies in Education held in Xi’an, China in May 2022 for which she won the Best Presenter
Award.

> Dr Balazs Huszka gave a guest lecture on “Interkulturelle Kommunikation — effektiv’’ at Probleme der interkulturellen Kommunikation, hosted by Faculty of
Languages and Arts / German Department / Universitas Negeri Medan, Indonesia on 25 August 2022.

> Sangran Eum presented her paper on “Does an Online Flipped Classroom Support Students’ Autonomy, Competence, and Relatedness to Maintain their
Motivation? - Koreans as Foreign Language Learners in Brunei” at the 2nd Online Conference in Korean Studies in Maritime Southeast Asia, hosted by Ateneo
de Manila University, Philippines, on 28 June 2022.

> Dr Balazs Huszka gave a joint presentation with Indah Aini on a paper titled “Outcome-Based Education in Foreign Language Teaching: Concepts, Challenges
and Practices” on 11 October 2022 at a conference on Health Care, Education and Sports in the Era of the Revival of the New Epoch of the Powerful State,
organized by the International University for the Humanities and Development, Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.

> Dr Balazs Huszka was invited to give a talk on “Enhanced Foreign Language Education — through OBE” for the International Conference on English Language
and Teaching (ICOELT 10) on 26 October 2022, organized by Universitas Negeri Padang, Indonesia.

> Dr Omar Colombo presented his paper titled “Learners’ perceptions and emotions towards interpersonal relations in Foreign Language Emergency Remote
Teaching during COVID-19: A way to improve endemic online and blended learning” at the International Conference on Curriculum, Pedagogy and Assessment
(ICCPA) held at Universiti Brunei Darussalam on 26-27 October 2022.

> Min Shen discussed “the Beliefs and Practices of Mandarin as a Foreign Language Teachers on the Intercultural Communicative Competence in Brunei” at
the Curriculum, Pedagogy and Assessment Conference, which took place at the Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Institute of Education, Universiti Brunei Darussalam in
October 2022.

> Min Shen gave a talk at the Global Citizenship and Transnational Identities in Southeast Asia conference on “Integrating Intercultural Education into Teaching
Mandarin in Brunei” which was held at the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Universiti Brunei Darussalam in November 2022.

> Dr Balazs Huszka presented a paper with Robita Ika Annisa on “Peran Metafora Konseptual dalam Pengajaran BIPA Tingkat Lanjut” on 9 November at
Konferensi Internasional Pengajaran BIPA (KIPBIPA XII) 2022, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia, Bandung, Indonesia.

> Dr Balazs Huszka delivered a keynote speech titled “Optimizing Foreign Language Teaching: Concepts and Methods” at the 4th International Seminar on
Language, Art, Literature and Education (4th ISLALE) on 24 November 2022, organized by Universitas Negeri Medan, Indonesia.

> Dr Tran Trong Nghia gave a presentation on “Internationalization of HE beyond English: Unpacking a rise of national language programs in Vietnam” at the
International and Comparative Education (ICE) Symposium on 18 January 2023 organised by SHBIE, UBD.

> Dr Mohamed Mohi El-Din presented a paper on “The Experience of the University of Brunei Darussalam (UBD) in the Digital Transformation of Teaching
and Learning Arabic” at the Islamic Studies Conference (AICIS) on 4-8 October 2022 held in Bali, Indonesia.

> Dr Mohamed Mohi El-Din gave a presentation titled “Exploring the Reality of Using Activities in Teaching Arabic as a Second Language” at the I-Arabic
International Conference hosted by Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia on 8-9 December 2022.



Workshop on Microsoft

A workshop to introduce Microsoft 365 and Microsoft Learn
was conducted on 18th January 2023, organized by the Teaching
and Learning Centre, UBD, in collaboration with the Language
Centre, UBD. The content of the workshop was separated into
two parts, with the first mainly focused on how to use Microsoft
Teamsasal.earning Management System to manage teaching and
learning for modules in UBD, while the second part introduced
the education learning hub of Microsoft, known as Microsoft

365 by TLC and LC staff

Learn. Educators are able to freely use Microsoft Learn to access
the teaching and learning capabilities of the technology offered by
Microsoft 365. The speaker of the workshop was Tay Kok Jun, an
education officer at the Language Centre, who has been nominated
as Microsoft Innovative Educator Expert since 2017. Around 50
participants attended the workshop virtually through Microsoft
Teams, hosted by TLC.

Language Module Activities - Japanese Modules

Japanese Language module —
Enjoying a taste of Calligraphy

LJ-3402 Japanese 4 students enjoyed learning how to write
Kanji (Chinese characters) beautifully by experiencing Japanese
calligraphy using ink and a brush. Calligraphy, known as Shodo,
1s considered to be a form of art and requires students to develop
their concentration and to focus only on the meaning of the words
they write. Everything—from the position, the way of holding
the brush, the way of starting and ending the strokes, lines and
spaces—matter. Among the rules of this art form, it is crucial
to respect the correct stroke order. After practising some basic
Kanji using the brush, students were asked to choose and write
their favourite Kanji from about 180 Kanji that they had learned
so far.
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Japanese for Tourism Industry module
- A visit to the night market

The Night Market is one of the attractions to which local tour guides
will surely take tourists. On 27th October 2022, L.J-3413 Japanese
for Tourism Industry students visited the Market as part of their out-
of-class activities. Prior to the visit, they were familiarized with the
names of local vegetables, fruits, drinks, and dishes in the Japanese
language, along with some simple terms such as ‘spicy’, ‘sweet’,
‘cheap’, and ‘popular’. At the market, the students went around as a
group to review the names as well as prices of the food and drinks in
Japanese. For the follow-up assignment, the students were required to
choose two kinds of food or drinks and present them in the Japanese
language, illustrated by pictures they had taken at the market.
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CONSULTANCY AND SERVICES

Language Centre offers consultancy in Language Programmes and in Premium

Editorial Services (proofreading, editing and translation)

Please contact these following officers for further inquiries:
1. Language Programme Consultant - Suciyati Haji Sulaiman
2. Premium Editorial Services Coordinator - Liyana Putri Hj Abd Ghani

Students with their Japanese calligraphy work
< Students visiting the night market

LC Seminar Series

Kebolehgunaan Teori Metafora Kognitif
dalam Pengajaran Bahasa Melayu/
Indonesia kepada Penutur Asing.

Dr Balazs Huszka, 25 January 2023.
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https://www.facebook.com/LCUBD2001
https://lc.ubd.edu.bn/ubd-english-proficiency-test-ubd-ept/
https://lc.ubd.edu.bn/ubd-english-proficiency-test-ubd-ept/
https://lc.ubd.edu.bn/dr-suci/
https://lc.ubd.edu.bn/cg-liyana/
https://lc.ubd.edu.bn/
https://www.instagram.com/lc.ubd/%3Fhl%3Den
https://lc.ubd.edu.bn/

