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2024 Quiz on Korea co-hosted by
South Korean Embassy in Brunei and UBD
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Dr Hazri bin Haji Kifle and His Excellency Kim Soung-Eun, with UBD staff and participants

On May 22, 2024, the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in
Brunei Darussalam as well as UBD’s Global Affairs Office and
The Language Centre hosted the ‘2024 Quiz on Korea’ at UBD’s
Chancellor Hall. This global event, organised by South Korea’s
KBS and its Ministry of Foreign Affairs, aims to promote a
better understanding of Korean culture around the world, with
the preliminary matches taking place in over 20 countries, and
the finals held in Korea. This year’s quiz was also held to mark
the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Brunei
Darussalam and South Korea. Attendees included His Excellency
Kim Soung-Eun, the Korean Ambassador to Brunei, and Dr Hazri
bin Haji Kifle, UBD’s Vice Chancellor.

The winner of the 2024 Quiz on Korea was Nur Rahimah
Syakirah bintt Mohd Mahmud, a second-year English Studies
student at UBD. She expressed her enthusiasm about travelling to
Korea, learning more about its culture, and creating memorable
experiences. She remarked that participating in such a significant
cultural event was a great honour and that being surrounded by

others who shared the same
cultural interest was very
enjoyable, making it an overall
fun experience. Nur Rahimah
Syakirah also represented Brunei
in the final quiz competition in
South Korea, filmed by KBS and
broadcast during Chuseok, the
Korean harvest festival.

His Excellency Kim Soung-Eun delivering his speech
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His Excellency Kim Soung-Eun presenting the Ist prize award
to Nur Rahimah Syakirah binti Mohd Mahmud

World University
Rankings 2023
Asia




JLPT Certificate Presentation Held at Japanese Ambassador’s Residence

HAKFELAEIZCTIPTEEEZE 5K HEE

On April 24, 2024, the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT) Certificate Presentation took place at the residence of the
Japanese Ambassador. The ceremony honoured 27 examinees
who had passed the JLPT, which was administered on December
3, 2023. Ambassador Maeda awarded certificates to students who
achieved levels N2 through N5 of the JLPT, with guests of honour
Dr Chin Wei Keh, Acting Permanent Secretary at the Ministry
of Education, and Dr Hazri bin Haji Kifle, Vice-Chancellor of
Universiti Brunei Darussalam, in attendance.

The JLPT is a globally recognised examination that assesses
Japanese language proficiency for non-native speakers, with
levels ranging from N3, the easiest, to N1, the most challenging.
Introduced in Brunei in 2008, the JLPT has been held annually
every December since its launch.
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Dr Hazri bin Haji Kifle, His Excellency Maeda Toru, and Dr Chin Wei Keh, with the examinees

High-Level Viethamese Delegation Visits UBD:
Promoting Vietnam-Brunei Educational Cooperation
Phai doan cap cao Viét Nam tham UBD:

Thic day hop tac giao duc Viét Nam — Brunei

On August 10, 2024, the Vice-President of the National Assembly
of Vietnam, His Excellency Nguyen Khac Dinh, visited the
Language Centre of UBD and observed a Vietnamese language
class. The delegation interacted with students, and discussed their
motivations for learning Vietnamese. Previously, in February
2023, LC UBD had also welcomed Vietnamese Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinh. These high-level visits underscore the growing
importance of educational cooperation between Brunei and
Vietnam. Since January 2022, LC UBD has offered Vietnamese
language classes, averaging 60 students per semester, and with
many working adults in Brunei also expressing their desire to
learn Vietnamese, the university is planning to expand courses to
meet this need.

Vao ngay 10 thang 8 nam 2024, Phé Chu tich Quéc ho1 Viét Nam
Nguyén Khic Dinh dén tham Dai hoc Brunei Darussalam (UBD).
Ong va doan dai biéu da quan sat mot 16p hoc tiéng Viét, twong
tac vGi sinh vién va thao luan véi ho vé céc dong luc hoc tap.
Trudc do, vao thang 2 nam 2023, UBD va Trung tam Ngon ngir
cling vinh dg don Thu tuéng Viét Nam Pham Minh Chinh. Nhiing
chuyén thim cap cao nay da nhan manh tim quan trong cila gido
duc va hop tac dao tao gitra Viet Nam va Brunei. Tur thang 1 nam
2022, UBD da mo cac 16p tiéng Viét, thu hut trung binh khoang
60 sinh vién mdi hoc ky. Hién nay, nhiéu ngu’m dang sinh sOng va
lam viéc tai Brunei cling bay t6 mong mudn hoc tleng Viét. Nha
truong dang 1én ké hoach mé rong cac khoa hoc dé dap tng nhu
cau nay.

His Excellency Nguyen Khac Dinh visiting a Vietnamese language class



35th Japanese Speech Contest Held at The Core, UBD
[CTEBRIAARERAE—Fa TR FHEE

The 35th Japanese Speech Contest took place successfully on

March 20, 2024, at The Core, Lecture Theatre, with the Language /L

Centre as the principal organiser. It was co-organised with the
Embassy of Japan and the Lifelong Learning Centre (L3C), in
collaboration with the Department of Co-Curricular Education
(DCCE) of the Ministry of Education. The Vice-Chancellor of
UBD, Dr Hazri bin Haji Kifle, graced the event as the guest of
honour.

The contest was organised to inspire the study of Japanese
language and culture to learners of the Japanese language, as well
as offer participants the opportunity to showcase their language
proficiency and public speaking skills.

In the Advanced Category, Haji Muhammad Izzuddin bin
Haji Zaini, a student of LJ-3403, achieved second place, while
Nahdatulirma Nadirah binti A. Hamidun, a former LJ-3404
student, took third place. In the Beginner Category, Muhammad
Is’aad bin Haji Rozaidi from LJ-3402 won first place, and
Mohammad Hafiz Izzuddin bin Haji Tejuddin from LJ-2404
secured third place.
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Dr Hazri bin Haji Kifle and His Excellency Maeda Toru with staff and participants

LC Japanese Language Students Awarded MEXT Scholarships
for Master’s Degrees in Japan

HAELEFA, LCAEXBRENVFENIMEXTREEZES

Two students, Syahmi Jihadi (@ Hazimin Bil Hikmat bin Suprem
and Lim Beng Lei, who completed Japanese language modules
up to Level 5, have been awarded scholarships by the Japanese
government through the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) to pursue their master’s degrees
in Japan. Syahmi Jihadi @ Hazimin Bil Hikmat bin Suprem has
been accepted into The University of Tokyo, Japan’s top-ranked
institution, where he will continue his studies at the Graduate
School of Agricultural and Life Sciences. Meanwhile, Lim
Beng Lei has been admitted to Ritsumeikan University, a highly
esteemed university in Kyoto, to pursue his studies at the College
of Technology, Science and Engineering.

The Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship offers
funding for students to pursue postgraduate research at Japanese
universities. The scholarship covers tuition fees, flights, and a
monthly allowance ranging from JPY 143,000 to JPY 147,000.
In addition to Research Students, the scholarship is also available
for those who wish to study at the Specialized Training College
and College of Technology. Applications typically open in March
or April every year, with successful candidates departing for
Japan the following April.
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His Excellency Maeda Toru with
Syahmi Jihadi (@ Hazimin Bil Hikmat bin Suprem and Lim Beng Lei



Bahasa Indonesia as a Global Language:
Keynote Address in Lombok, Indonesia

On August 11, 2024, Dr. Balazs Huszka, lecturer of German at the Language Centre on August 14, which stimulated a vibrant
language at the Language Centre, delivered an online keynote discussion among colleagues, further enriching the discourse on
address titled Prospek Bahasa Indonesia sebagai Bahasa Global: the global aspirations of local languages in the Nusantara region.

Perspektif Teoretis dan Jalur Strategis at an international seminar
in Lombok, Indonesia, organised by the Ikatan Program Studi
Pendidikan Bahasa dan Sastra Indonesia and the University of
Mataram. The seminar brought together linguists from Indonesia,
Vietnam, Turkmenistan, and Brunei Darussalam to exchange
views on language internationalisation.

Dr. Balazs provided a nuanced analysis of Bahasa Indonesia’s
potential to emerge as a global lingua franca. His presentation
examined the language’s phonological consistency, grammatical
clarity, and historical role as a unifying medium. He also evaluated
strategies used by Germany to globalise the German language,
proposing their adaptation to enhance the international stature of
Bahasa Indonesia.

Following the seminar, Dr. Balazs conducted an internal session

Organisers and participants at the online international seminar

Language Centre Launches Revived Seminar Series

The Language Centre has launched its revived Seminar Series, The Language Centre invites all interested colleagues to participate
marking the beginning of a new chapter in academic exchange in future seminars, with the goal of establishing this series as a
within the institution. The inaugural session, held on August 14, cornerstone of the academic community.

2024, featured a presentation by Dr. Balazs, which led to a lively
and insightful discussion on the global aspirations of Bahasa
Melayu and Bahasa Indonesia.

This seminar series is designed to cultivate a dynamic academic
environment, providing a regular platform for colleagues to
engage in scholarly discourse. Initially scheduled for the second
Wednesday of every month, the series is open to a wide range of
topics, from language teaching to theoretical linguistics.

These seminars aim to create a “safe environment” where
participants can freely share and refine their ideas. The emphasis is
on concise presentations and interactive discussions, encouraging
the exchange of ideas over extended monologues.

Language Centre staff at a recent seminar

Academic Activities by LC Staff

Dr Balazs Huszka published a joint paper along with Alexander Stark,
Indah Aini, Surya Masniari Hutagalung and Robita Ika Annisa (2024):
The Prospects of Bahasa Indonesia as a Global Language: Theoretical
Perspectives and Strategic Pathways. In: International Journal of Arts and
Social Science 7(8), 162 — 173.

Dr Balazs Huszka published a joint paper along with Alexander
Stark, Indah Aini, and Robita Ika Annisa (2024): Makna Metafora pada
Pembelejaran Bahasa dan Budaya Indonesia di Kelas Bahasa Indonesia bagi
Penutur Asing. In: Indonesian Language Education and Literature 9(2), 443
—463.

Dr Balazs Huszka published a joint paper along with Surya Masniari
Hutagalung, Tanti Kurnia Sari and Suci Pujiastuti (2024): Developing
a Course Material Sprachbeherrschung Based on OBE. In: Journal of
Languages and Language Teaching 12(3), 1584 — 1594.

Dr Balazs Huszka published a joint paper along with Alexander Stark
and Indah Aini (2024): Linguistic Sustainability: Challenges and Strategies
of Preserving Minority and Indigenous Languages — The Case of Indonesia.
In: International Journal of Arts and Social Science 7(6), 147 — 160.

Dr Balazs Huszka published a joint paper along with Surya Masniari
Hutagalung and Tanti Kurnia Sari (2024): Development of Learning Media
for Sprechen A2 Course Based on Traditional Games of North Sumatra. In:
Jurnal [lmu Pendidikan 29(1), 58 — 64.

CONSULTANCY AND SERVICES

Language Centre offers consultancy in Language Programmes and in Premium

Editorial Services (proofreading, editing and translation)

Please contact LC Assistant Registrar, Siti Aisah (@ Ayuni binti Sepawi

at aisah.sepawi@ubd.edu.bn for further enquiries

Dr Balazs Huszka published a joint paper along with Alexander Stark (2024):A
Structural Perspective on Faith and Values in Hamka’s Literary Body of Work.
In: LingPoet: Journal of Linguistics and Literary Research 5(2), 97 — 1009.

Dr Balazs Huszka published an e-book along with Indah Aini and Alexander
Stark (2024): German Grammar for Level A2.1: Practical Exercises Across All
Four Skills. Eigenverlag.

Dr Mohamed Mohi El-Din published a paper (2024): Teaching Arabic
Language in Preparatory Arab Schools in Brunei. In: Tanwir Arabiyyah: Arabic
as Foreign Language Journal. 4(1), 1 —22.

Dr Mohamed Mohi El-Din presented his paper titled ‘Teaching the Arabic
Language in the University of Brunei Darussalam’ at the Arabic Language
Conference in Southeast Asia, Arabic Language Academy in Jordan on 28 — 29
August 2024.

Dr Mohamed Mohi El-Din presented his paper titled ‘Normalize Self-
Learning of the Arabic Language Using E-Learning’ at The 9th International
Conference of Arabic Language & Literature (Icall 2024), International Islamic
University Malaysia (Itum) on 22nd —23rd October 2024.
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